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NOTES  ON  THE  BALDWIN  FAMILY. 


Sylvester  Baldwin,  of  Aston  Clinton,  co.  Bucks,  from  whom  most  of  the 
Baldwins  whose  ancestors  are  found  upon  the  early  records  of  Connecticut 
claim  descent  or  kinship,  took  passage  with  his  faniily  for  New-England  on  the 
ship  "Martin,"  in  1638.  He  died  at  sea,  and  devised  by  his  nuncupative  will 
certain  estates  in  England  to  his  wife  Sarah.  One  of  these  estates  she  subse- 
quently conveyed  by  deed  to  Edward  Baldwin,  of  Guilford,  co.  Surrey,  Eng., 
describing  it  as  having  been  "indentured"  to  Richard  Baldwin,  of  St. 
Leonard's,  in  the  parish  of  Aston  Clinton,  for  1000  years,  and  by  the  said 
Richard  bequeathed  to  Sylvester,  and  by  him  to  her.  An  examination  of 
the  will  of  the  Richard  Baldwin  referred  to  in  this  deed,  and  other  investi- 
gations made  by  the  writer  in  England,  establishes,  by  a  chain  of  testimony 
which  seems  to  be  entirely  conclusive,  the  pedigree  on  the  opposite  page.  . 

The  will  of  Richard  (uncle  of  Sylvester,  the  emigrant)  has  never  appeared 
in  print,  and  as  it  is  the  key  to  the  foregoing  pedigree,  and  may  have  an 
independent  interest  to  our  readers  from  the  numerous  references  to 
collateral  branches  of  the  family,  it  is  appended  in  full.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  publication  of  this  will,  with  the  accompanying  annotations  of  the  writer, 
may  stimulate  others  of  the  name  to  make  further  investigations. 


Will  of  Richard  Baldwin  of  St.  Leonards,  co.  Bucks. 

Extracted  from  the  principal  Registry  of  Her  Miijesty's  Court  of  Probate  :  —  In  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  The  eighteenth  dale  of  February  in  the  eight 
yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  Charles  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
England  Scotland  France  &  Ireland  Kinge,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c. — 
anno  dni  1632    I  Richard  Baldwin  of  Dun-Dridge  in  the  Parishe  of  Aston 
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Clinton  in  the  Countie  of  Bucks  Yeoman  beinge  sicke  in  bodie  but  of  good 
&  perfect  remembrance  prayse  God  therefore  doe  make  and  declare  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  as  followeth.  First  I  comitt  my  soule 
unto  allmightie  God  my  Maker  and  Redeemer  beleeveinge  the  forgiveness  of 
all  my  sinies  through  the  death  and  passion  of  Jesus  Christe  my  lord,  my 
onely,  and  alone  Saviour  my  bodie  I  comitt  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  in 
decent  and  christian  sort  by  my  Executor  touchinge  my  temporall  estate 
I  give  and  bequeath  unto  M''  Hall  now  the  minister  of  S'.  Leonards  V^.  to 
be  paide  within  three  moneths  after  my  decease — Itm,  I  give  and  bequeath 
unto  Henry  Baldwin  sonne  of  my  brother  Silvester  and  my  next  heire  all 
that  cloase  of  free  land  called  Brayes  Buslie  with  appurtenance  lyinge  in 
the  Parishes  of  greate  Chesham  and  Wendover  to  him  and  to  his  heires  for 
ever  yeilding  and  payinge  unto  the  poore  people  of  S^  Leonards  XX"  a 
yeare  every  yeare  for  the  tearme  of  one  hundred  yeares  to  be  distributed 
on  S*.  Thomas  dale  by  the  minister  of  S*.  Leonards  and  my  heires.  Itm  I 
give  and  bequeath  unto  the  saide  Henry  Baldwin  XX"  of'  money  to  be 
paide  unto  him  within  six  moneths  after  my  decease  uppon  condition,  that  he 
the  saide  Henry  shall  suffer  all  those  men  w^*"  have  bought  wood  and  timber 
of  me  quietly  and  peaceably  to  fell  cut  downe  and  carry  away  the  same  and 
the  mony  that  is  behinde  to  be  paide  unto  my  Executor  for  the  ♦  discharge 
of  my  legacies  in  this  will  given.  Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  saide 
Henry  Baldwin  one  coffer  with  evidences  concerninge  this  Maunor  of  Dun- 
dridge  and  also  the  evidences  concerninge  the  chappell  lande  and  also  one 
mault  mill  and  one  coslet  and  furniture  and  furniture  for  one  horse  for  service 
of  the  musters,  and  the  tables  and  frames  in  the  hall  with  the  formes  cub- 
bord  wainscott,  benches  and  the  armor  in  the  said  hall.  Itm,  I  give  unto 
the  saide  Henry  the  best  bedsteede  in  the  new  Chamber.  Itm  I  give  will 
and  bequeath  unto  Christian  my  well  beloved  wife  all  the  Goods  and  house- 
holde  stuffe  that  is  or  formerly  hath  used  to  be  in  my  bed  chamber  except 
the  best  peice  of  plate.  Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Christian  my  wife 
aforesaide  halfe  all  my  bedsteeds  not  bequeathed  and  halfe  all  my  bed 
cloaths  halfe  all  my  linnen  cloaths  halfe  all  my  pewter  and  brasse  and  halfe  all 
the  moveable  goods  in  the  dwellinge  house  whatsoever  unbequeathed  to  be 
equally  devided  betweene  the  said  Christian  and  my  Executor.  Itm  I  give 
and  bequeath  unto  the  saide  Christian  twoe  of  my  best  bease  xx  sheepe 
three  hoggs,  all  my  poultry  one  quarter  of  wheate  one  quarter  of  malt  and 


all  my  wearinge  apparell  to  be  delivered  unto  her  within  tenn  daies  next 
after  my  decease  further  more  my  will  and  minde  is  that  the  saide  Christian 
my  wife  xx^'**  pounds  a  yeare  paide  unto  her  yearely  every  yeare  duringe  her 
naturall  life  by  my  next  heire  for  &  in  consideration  of  her  estate  and  inter- 
est in  my  Mannor  of  Dundridge  and  also  that  she  shall  have  sufficient 
howse  room  and  firewood.   Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  John  Baldwin  my 
Brother  xx".  and  to  John  Baldwin  his  sonne  xx^'  all  to  be  paide  within  one 
yeare  after  my  decease  and  the  rest  of  my  mony  in  theire  haude's  shall 
be  paide  to  my  Executor.    Itm  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  Mary  Salter  my 
sister  x^'.    Itm  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  John  Salter  and  unto  David  Salter 
and  unto  Mary  Salter  and  unto  Sarah  Salter  all  beinge  the  children  of  Mary 
Salter  my  Sister  aforesaide  to  every  one  of  them  x''  all  which  severall  lega- 
cies of  x^'  a  peece  bequeathed  unto  my  Sister  Mary  and  her  children  I  will 
shall  be  paide  unto  them  within  twoe  yeares  next  after  my  decease.    Itm  I 
give  and  bequeathe  unto  Henry  Bonus  xx^^  and  unto  James  Bonus  x*'  and 
unto  Christian  Bonus  xxx^'  all  w'^^  legacies  bequeathed  unto  my  Sister 
Bonusses  Children  I  will  shall  be  paide  unto  them  within  one  yeare  after  my 
decease.   Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mary  Bonus  daughter  of  my  Sister 
Jane  Bonus  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  paide  unto  her  within  one  yeare 
after  my  decease  in  full  payment  of  her  grand  mothers  gifte  as  also  of  her 
mothers  goods.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Jane  Bonus  Daughter  of  my 
Sister  Jane  Fiftie  pounds  to  be  paide  unto  her  within  twoe  yeares  after  my 
decease  in  full  payment  of  her  grandmothers  gifte  and  also  of  her  mothers 
goods.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Anne  Bryant  Daughter  of  Robert 
Baldwin  my  Brother  and  unto  Richard  Bryant  her  sonne  all  that  tenement 
with  the  appurtenances  beinge  freeholde  lying  and  beinge  in  Wendover 
towne  to  the  saide  Anne  and  her  sonne  Richard  and  their  heires  for  ever 
and  fortie  eight  pounds  vj^  eight  pence  in  mony  to  be  paide  within  three 
moneths  after  my  decease.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Henry  Stonhill 
sonne  of  Annie  Stonhill  my  Sister  xxx"  to  be  paide  unto  him  when  he  shall 
come  to  the  age  of  xxj^  yeares  and  twentie  acres  of  free  land  more  or  lesse 
in  the  parishe  of  Drayton  Bechampe  to  him  the  saide  Henry  and  his  heires  for 
ever.   Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Anne  Stonhill  daughter  of  Anne  Stonhill 
my  Sister  x"  to  be  paide  within  twoe  years  after  my  decease.   Itm  I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  Richard  Baldwin  sonne  of  Silvester  Baldwin  my  Brother  x"  to 
be  paide  within  one  yeare  after  my  decease.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
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TVillyam  Baldwin  sonnc  of  my  brother  Silvester  x^'  to  be  paide  witliin  one 
yeare  after  my  decease.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Richard  Baldwin 
Sonne  of  Silvester  Baldwin  of  Aston  Clinton  x^' to  be  paide  within  one  yeare 
after  my  decease.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  every  one  of  my  Brothers  and 
Sisters  Chilldren  that  shall  be  livcing  at  my  decease  I  sale  unto  every  one  of 
them  fortie  shillings  to  be  paide  unto  every  one  of  them  within  one  yeare 
after  my  decease.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  ^  unto  Joane  ChafFe  my  wifes 
sister  fortie  shillings  to  be  paide  within  one  yeare  after  my  decease.  Itm  I  give 
and  bequeath  unto  Willyam  Darley  one  whole  yeares  rent  of  that  messuage 
wherein  he  now  dwelleth  that  is  to  saie  the  next  yeare  after  my  decease  he 
shall  paie  no  rent.    Itm  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  Joyce  Bernard  widowe  xx" 
and  to  Silvester  Tomkins  of  St.  Leonards  xx'  and  to  John  Tompkins  of  the 
same  j^arish  xx^  and  unto  George  Baldwin  of  the  same  parishe  xx^  and  unto 
Richard  Gravener  of  Buckland  xx^  and  unto  widowe  Wilkins  of  the  same 
parishe  xx^  and  widowe  Gourney  of  the  same  parishe  xx^and  Edward  Springall 
of  the  same  parishe  xx^  and  to  Richard  Arnoll  of  the  Parishe  of  Chesham  xx' 
and  to  his  sister  Mary  Garratt  xx^  and  to  Jonas  Nuton  of  Cholesbury  xx"  and 
to  widowe  Childe  of  Harridge  xx^  and  to  Robert  Wilkins  of  Buckland  xx'  and 
to  Shem  Ginger  of  St.  Leonards  xx'.  Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  poore 
people  of  Aston  Clinton  xx^  and  to  the  poore  peo^^le  of  St.  Leonards  xx'  and 
to  the  poore  people  of  Cholesbury  xx'  all  w*^^  bequests  by  me  bequeathed  of 
xx'  a  peece  I  will  shall  be  paide  within  three  months  after  my  decease.  Itm 
I  give  and  bequeath  unto  every  one  of  my  Servants  that  shall  be  in  my 
service  at  the  time  of  my  death  x^  to  be  paide  within  one  moneth  after  my 
decease.    Itm  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  widowe  Cocke  of  St.  Leonards  xx' 
provided  alwaies  and  my  will  and  minde  is  that  all  those  legacies  shall  be 
paide  in  good  and  lawfull  money  of  England  at  the  severall  times  appointed 
by  my  Executor  and  if  any  of  those  Children  shall  be  under  age  then  I  will 
that  tlieire  legacies  shall  be  paide  unto  the  fathers  of  the  said  children  at 
the  time  appointed  theire  fathers  giving  theire  owne  bonds  unto  my  Executor 
for  the  true  payment  thereof  to  theire  saide  children  at  theire  severall  ages 
of  xx^  yeares  by  the  shewinge  of  the  saide  bonds  together  with  sufficient 
letters  of  attorney  made  by  my  saide  Executor  unto  the  saide  children  for 
the.saveinge  of  the  said  bonds  and  to  them  delivered  shall  be  a  sufficient 
discharge  in  lawe  for  my  said  Executor  against  Every  of  the  saide  children 
for  his  or  theire  legacie  or  legacies  aforesaide  respectively.   Itm  All  the  rest 
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and  residue  of  all  my  goods  and  cattell  and  chattels  not  before  bequeathed 

my  debts  and  legacies  being  paide  my  funerall  orderly  performed  and 

discharged  and  this  my  will  well  and  truly  fullfilled  I  give  unto  Silvester 

Baldwin  of  Aston  Clinton  sonne  of  Silvester  Baldwin  my  Brother  whome 

I  make  and  ordaine  my  whole  and  sole  Executor  of  this  my  last  will  and 

*. 

testament.   In  Witness  whereof  I  the  saide  Richard  Baldwin  have  hereunto 

put  my  liande  and  scale  the  dale  and  yeare  first  above  written  Sealed 

subscribed  published  and  declared  in  the  the  presence  of  Willyam  Grange 

 Henry  Stonhill.  (Signed) 

Richard  Baldwin. 


Richard  Baldwin,  whose  will  is  above  printed,  was  buried  in  the  parish 
of  Aston  Clinton,  co.  Bucks,  Oct.  14, 1636;  proof  of  the  will  was  made  Nov. 
29,  1636,  and  the  execution  thereof  committed  to  Silvester  Baldwin  the 
executor  named  therein.  This  will  is  referred  to  in  several  early  records  in 
this  country,  and  by  Mr.  Savage  under  the  name  of  Silvester  Baldwin, 
whom  he  styles  son  of  Richard.  The  mistake  arose,  no  doubt,  from  an 
erroneous  transcript  of  a  dim  record  of  conveyance  in  vol.  i.  p.  3  of  records 
of  New  Haven  county  court.  The  record  of  the  will  itself  was  in  Oxford, 
England,  until  about  two  years  since ;  with  the  other  records  it  was  then 
removed  to  Doctor's  Commons,  London.  The  line  of  Silvester,  the-  emigrant, 
plainly  appears.  He  was  son  of  Silvester,  deceased,  and  nephew,  and  not 
son,  of  Richard,  of  Dundridge.  Silvester,  the  emigrant,  married  Sarah 
Bryan,  probably  sister  or  other  near  relative  of  Alexander  Bryan,"^  the  first, 
of  Milford,  whose  wife  Ann  is  mentioned  in  the  will.  Silvester  and  Sarah 
Baldwin  had  children  baptized  in  Aston  Clinton  as  follows :  Sarah,  April 
22,  1621  ;  Richard,  Aug.  25,  1622;  Mary,  Feb.  28,  1623;  Mary  again, 
Feb.  19,  1625  ;  Martha,  April  20,  1628 ;  Samuel,  Jan.  1,  1632,  buried  next 
4th  of  June  ;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  25,  1633,  buried  Jan.  31,  1633.  They  also 
had  children  John  and  Ruth,  no  doubt  younger;  all  the  living  children  seem 
to  have  come  hither  and  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.  John  was  afterward  of 
Stonington,  and  was  probably  born  in  1634  or  1635. 

*  Alexander  Bryan  was  son  of  Thomas  Bryan,  of  Aylesbury,  co.  Bucks,  England,  and 
was  baptized  there  Sept.  29,  1602.  Was  not  Henry  Stonehill,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  at  Milford,  and  who  returned  in  1646  to  London,  the  nephew  of  testator  ? 
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A  few  words  may  be  said  in  reference  to  other  mistakes  in  Savage's  account 
of  the  Baklwins.  He  records  John  of  Milford  1639,  calling  him  son  of 
Sylvester,  and  says  he  had  a  son  John  who  died  unmarried  about  1 G77,  on 
a  voyage.  Later  on  he  says  John  of  Milford,  eldest  son  of  John  the  first, 
married  1GG3,  Hannah  Bruen.  Here  is  of  course  a  contradiction  and 
various  errors.  We  will  begin  first  by  giving  the  facts.  It  is  clear  that 
John^  of  Milford  was  not  the  son  of  Sylvester,*  but  that  Sylvester's  son  was 
John*  Baldwin,  of  Stonington,  1671,  and  New-London,  1672,  who  came 
from  Milford,  a  widower,  with  a  son  John,  and  who  married  in  New-London, 
July  24, 1672,  Rebecca  Cheeseborough,  widow,  and  had  by  her  five  children, 
the  only  son  being  Sylvester,'  born  March  4,  1677.  This  is  proved  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  New-Haven  county  court  records,  vol.  ii.  p.  89 : 


'At  a  court  of  Probate's  held  in  New-Haven  OctoV.  ye  10"\  day  1702 


Esq".  Jus*^  Quorum 


Present  Majo'  Mosses  Mansfield 
Silvester  Baldwin  of  Esquire  Judge 

Stonington  in  ye  county         William  Maltbie 
of  New-London  appearing  >  Jeremiah  Osborne 
&  making  application  John  Ailing 

to  this  court  for  power  of 

administracon  npon  a  certaine  Legacy  bequeathed  to  his  Brother  John 
Baldwin  in  and  by  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  M".  Sarah  Astwood 
which  s*^  John  Baldwin  by  report  of  Mr  Plumb  of  Milford  went  to  England 
about  twenty  five  yeares  since,  and  is  supposed  to  be  deceased.  Upon  w*^^ 
ye  court  allows  administracon  of  s"^  Legacy  to  the  said  Silvest'.  Baldwin  he 
having  Given  sufficient  Bond  for  his  faithfull  administration  of  the  same 
according  to  Law  and  refund  the  Estate  if  any  other  heir  appeare." 

Here  Sylvester,^  grand-son  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Astwood  (she  was  the  widow  of 
Sylvester,  Sr.,  and  married  Capt.  John  Astwood),  is  the  representative  of 
his  brother  John.'  They  must  both  be  the  children  of  John,*  because 
Richard  had  no  son  Sylvester,  and  that  identifies  the  New-London  man, 
who  did  have  a  son  of  that  name,  as  the  son  of  Sylvester/  Sr. 

Richard*  Baldwin,  the  other  son  of  Sylvester,*  Sr.,  styled  by  Mrs. 
Astwood,  in  New-Haven  Prob.  Rec,  vol.  i.  p.  317,  her  eldest  son,  Aug.  20, 
1657,  is  said  by  Savage  to  have  had  a  son  John,  and  this  child  is  also  said 
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by  him  to  have  gone  to  England  "25  years  before  1702,"  evidently  referring 
to  the  above  administration  record.  This  is  undoubtedly  wrong,  because 
there  is  no  record  of  any  such  child  of  Richard.  Richard  was  town  clerk 
of  Milford,  but  there  is  no  John  recorded  as  his  son,  and  though  he  left  no 
will,  the  property  was  recorded  when  divided,  and  no  John  had  any  share 
thereof.  We  must  therefore  consider  it  proved  that  Savage  was  in  error, 
and  that  Richard  Baldwin  had  no  son  John.*  It  is  evident  that  having  a 
note  of  the  administration  record  of  the  grandson  John,  Savage  tried  to 
place  him  in  the  record,  and  fastened  him  both  on  Richard,  the  true  son  of 
Sylvester,  and  the  supposed  son,  John  of  Milford ;  when  in  reality  he 
belonged  to  the  true  son,  John  of  Stonington  and  New-London. 

Sylvester  Baldwin,  Sr.,  died  at  sea.  His  widow  married  Capt.  John 
Astwood,  of  Milford,  and  died  in  November,  1669.  Her  will  mentions  several 
of  Richard's  descendants  (he  had  died  July  23,  1665),  also  her  son  John 
and  grandson  John  Baldwin,  but  not  a  name  occurs  that  can  refer  to  the 
children  of  John  Baldwin,  of  Milford.  This  confirms  our  view  that  the  son 
John  was  the  New-London  man,  if  any  proof  were  needed.  John^  of  New- 
London,  whom  we  accept  as  Sylvester's  son,  was  probably  the  man  men- 
tioned in  a  law-suit  as  living  in  Milford  in  1658,  at  which  time  his  wife  had 
lately  died,  leaving  him  with  a  young  child  {New-Haven  Records,  Hoadley's 
ed.  vol.  ii.  p.  264).  This  child  was  doubtless  the  John  who  went  to  England. 
The  name  of  this  first  wife  is  not  known ;  it  has  been  thought  that  she  was 
his  step-sister,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Astwood,  because  that  on  the  Milford 
records  Baldwin  is  called  Astwood's  "  son-in-law."  It  is  more  likely  that 
the  term  was  used  by  a  common  mistake  for  "  step-son,"  in  which  relation 
Baldwin  certainly  stood  to  Astwood. 

Although  the  two  sons  of  Sylvester  are  the  only  persons  of  the  name  yet 
connected  with  the  English  stock,  there  are  others  probably  related  to  it. 
John  Baldwin,  of  Guildford,  1653,  and  Norwich,  ancestor  of  a  line  recorded 
^  by  Miss  Caulkins  {Hist.  Norwich,  p.  161-3),  to  which  belonged  Judge 
/  Simeon  Baldwin  and  his  son  Gov.  Roger  S.  Baldwin,  may  have  been  a 
relative  of  Sylvester.  Hon.  John  D.  Baldwin,  of  Worcester,  a  descendant 
of  Sylvester  through  John,  of  Stonington,  says  that  in  a  family  bible  which 
he  has  seen,  though  now  destroyed,  it  was  stated  that  John  of  Stonington 

*  Savage  also  gives  him  a  daughter  Mary,  baptized  1643.  This  is  an  error;  she  was  the 
daughter  of  Timothy. 
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and  John  of  Norwich  were  cousins.  In  the  Norwich  family  it  was  a 
tradition  that  their  ancestor  came  over  with  rehatives,  not  his  parents. 

There  were  also  at  Milford,  Nathaniel,  1639,  and  Timothy,  1639,  who 
were  brothers;  Joseph,  1639,*  and  John,  1639,  all  contemporary  with 
Sylvester's  son,  and  living  in  the  same  town  with  his  family.  It  is  hardly 
possible  to  doubt  that  they  came  from  the  same  stock,  and  that  a  further 
search  among  the  brothers  and  cousins  of  Sylvester  in  England,  would 
supply  the  needed  link. 

The  John  who  came  with  Sylvester  may  have  been  John  of  Milford,  or 
even  John  of  Norwich  ;  it  could  not  be  his  son  John,  whatever  his  age  at 
the  time,  because  as  a  witness  he  would  have  been  unable  to  take  any 
interest  under  the  will.  As  we  are  correcting  Savage's  errors,  we  may  state 
that  Hon.  John  D.  Baldwin,  of  Worcester,  writes  that  after  a  careful  search 
of  the  records  at  Milford,  Conn.,  and  Newark,  N.  J.,  he  is  satisfied  that  John, 
Sr.,  of  Milford,  married  for  his  second  wife,  Marie,  sister  of  Obadiah  Bruen, 
and  never  went  to  Newark  ;  that  his  son  J ohn  married  Hannah,  niece^  not 
sister  of  his  step-mother,  and  that  he  and  John,  son  of  Nathaniel  Baldwin, 
were  the  two  settlers  at  Newark. 


English  Ancestry  of  Sylvester  Baldwin. 

From  Domesday  Book  it  appears  that  the  name  of  Baldwin,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dundridge,  dates  before  the  conquest.  Baldwin,  son  of  Herluin, 
had  several  vassals  in  the  northern  part  of  Bucks,  as  well  as  in  Gloucester- 
shire, all  of  whom  he  lost  as  vassals  under  the  Conqueror.  In  "  Ellesberie" 
Hundred  (in  which  is  Dundridge),  Baldwin,  a  vassal  of  Archbishop  Stigand's, 
held  under  Edward  the  Confessor,  the  manor  of  Haddenam,  now  Hampden. 

In  "Lamva"  Hundred  under  the  conqueror,  Baldwin  held  to  farm  of 
William,  son  of  Ansculf,  land  which  he  had  held  as  fully  his  own  in  King 
Edward's  time,  and  the  same  was  true  of  a  manor  towards  the  north  of 

*  I  judge  that  Joseph  was  also  a  brother  of  Nathaniel  and  Timothy.  In  the  Milford 
records  it  appears  that  in  1649,  Joseph  had  four  acres  of  land  in  New  Meadow  Plain, 
bounded  with  Timothy  Baldwin  west.  It  seems  he  "laid  down  this  land  again,  and 
April  24, 1654,  he  hath  liberty  granted  him  for  to  exchange  and  lay  down  one  piece  of  land, 
and  take  up  another  for  it  in  the  New  Meadow  Plain  (next  his  brother's  land),  that  he  for- 
merly laid  down  to  the  town  again."  This  record  is  rather  obscure,  but  if  the  punctuation 
here  made,  be  right,  the  case  would  be  clear  and  the  relationship  fairly  established. 
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Bucks.  The  estate  of  John  Hampden  was  in  "Ellesberie"  Ilunclred,  in 
fact  quite  near  Dundridge.  Nugent's  Memorials  and  Macaulay's  Review- 
thereof,  state  on  the  authority  of  documents  in  his  house  that  part  of  his 
estates  were  bestowed  by  Edward  the  Confessor  on  his  ancestor  Baldwin  de 
Hampden,  whom  Macaulay  presumes  to  have  been  one  of  the  Norman 
favorites  of  the  last  Saxon  king.  Whether  the  Baldwins  who  afterward 
abounded  in  this  vicinity  were  also  descended  from  him  is  not  known. 

John  Baldwin,  Sr.,  and  John,  Jr.,  were  two  out  of  three  founders  of  the 
fraternity  or  brotherhood  of  the  town  of  Aylesbury.  John  Baldwin  appears 
in  Aylesbury  in  1429,  and  also  appears  in  1433,  in  the  return  of  gentry  of 
Bucks.  The  first  ancestor  of  Richard  Baldwin,  who  can  be  at  present 
identified,  however,  is  named  in  an  inquisition  taken  in  1486,  in  Beaconfield, 
a  transcript  of  which  lies  before  me.  The  witnesses  state  that  Richard 
Baldwin  died  Sept.  21,  1485,  seized  of  the  manor  of  Otterarsfee,  in  soccage 
of  the  king,  by  the  service  of  finding  litter  for  the  king's  bed,  viz.  "in  summer 
grass  or  herbs  &  two  gray  geese  &  in  winter  straw  &  three  eels  thrice  in 
the  year  if  the  king  should  come  thrice  in  the  year  to  Ajdesbury.  So  that  6 
wild  geese  or  9  eels  may  be  in  the  year  if  he  should  come  thither  thrice." 
Richard  also  had  a  messuage  called  "the  Crown"  in  Aylesbury,  and  also 
another  held  of  Thomas,  Lord  Ormond.  It  was  further  certified  that  the 
next  heir  of  Richard  was  John  his  brother,  then  aged  16  or  more.  This 
John,  described  as  "frater  &  ha3res  Ricardi  Baldwin,"  paid  a  relief  to  the 
king  upon  this  manor  in  1492,  as  appears  by  the  latin  record  thereof  in 
Madox  Bar.  Angl.  247,  and  is  the  same  John  named  in  a  note  to  the  first 
volume  of  Hume's  History  of  England,  where  he  is  erroneously  assigned  to 
the  time  of  King  Henry  11.  The  latin  record  printed  in  Madox  further 
recites  that  upon  examination  of  the  rolls  "  compertum  est  in  memorandis 
de  anno  xviii  Domini  E  nuper  Regis  Angliae  primi,.quod  Willielmus,  filius 
Willielmi  hnares  Ricardi  de  Aylesbury,"  paid  a  similar  fine.  When  the 
estate  passed  from  the  do  Aylesburys  to  the  Baldwins,  or  whether  the  fami- 
lies are  identical,  we  are  unable  to  determine.  It  was  originally  granted  by 
Henry  II.  to  "  Roger  the  Kings  Minstrel "  upon  the  same  singular  tenure 
as  is  recited  in  a  "confirmation"  of  the  manor  to  Richard  son  of  Robert  de 
Aylesbury,  in  1.  Richard  II.  (1377)  GaL  Rot.  Pat.  199.  The  manor  had 
then  been  in  the  continuous  possession  of  the  Aylesbury  family  since  the 
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original  grant,  hut  we  are  unable  to  trace  its  later  history  until  John 
Baldwin,  brother  and  heir  of  Richard,  becomes  its  recognized  owner. 

In  1542,  subsidies  were  x^aid  upon  this  manor  by  John  Baldwin,  supposed 
to  be  the  same,  but  more  probably  a  son  of  the  former  John  ;  and  in  1546 
the  last  John  of  tliis  manor  deeded  to  his  son  Sylvester,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  marriage  with  Sarah  Gelley,"^  some  fields  in  Aston  Clinton  he  had  pur- 
chased of  one  George  Hale. 

Sir  John  Baldwin,  knight  and  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas,  from 
1536  to  1546,  was  of  the  Bucks  family  and  of  this  vicinity.  In  1540,  he 
had  a  grant  of  the  house  and  site  of  Gray  Friars,  in  Aylesbury,  at  which 
time  there  was  a  John  the  younger  there, — no  doubt  the  father  of  Sylvester. 
Sir  John  was  son  of  William  by  Agnes,  third  daughter  of  Wm.  Dormer, 
Esq.,  of  West  Wycombe,  Bucks.  He  had  one  son,  William,  who  died 
before  him  childless,  and  himself  died  in  1546,  leaving  daughters  and  grand- 
children. On  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  he  received  numerous  gifts  of 
lands  from  the  king,  Henry  YIII.  He  also,  in  1544,  received  from  the 
king  in  fee  simple  the  "  manor  of  Dunriche  alias  During  "  (being  the  Dun 
Dridge  of  the  foregoing  will),  with  the  woods  or  coppices  called  Braies 
(also  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  will)  and  other  lands  belonging  to  the 
same  manor  in  Aston  Clinton,  Chesham  and  Wendover.  This  manor  came 
to  the  crown  on  the  attainder  of  Margaret  Countess  of  Salisbury,  and 
Lipscomb,  in  his  history  of  Bucks,  says  it  afterward  belonged  to  Silvester 
Baldwin,  descended  to  others  of  the  name  until  1748,  when  it  was  conveyed 
out  of  the  family.  This  Silvester  seems  to  have  been  the  one  who  married 
Sarah  Gelly.  He  paid  taxes,  with  his  son  Henry,  on  Dundridge  in  1579,  and 
was  buried  in  Aston  Clinton,  July  3,  1593.  His  son  Henry  succeeded  him  at 
Dundridge,  and  he  had  other  children  living  in  1599  ;  at  least  John  and  Lettice, 
who  m.  a  Foster:  Tlie^will  of  Henry,  of  Dundridge,  is  dated  Jan.  2,  1599. 
After  remembering  the  poor  of  Aston  Clinton,  Chalesbury,  Wendover  and 
Great  Winchenden,  and  sundry  persons,  he  devises  to  his  son  John  four 
"crofts  or  closes  of  ground"  in  Wendover  and  £10.  To  his  son  Robert  all 
his  messuages,  &c.,  in  Flaunden  and  Hempstead  or  elsewliere  in  Hertford- 
shire, and  £40.  To  daughter  Agnes,  £100,  to  be  paid  her  on  the  day  of  her 
marriage  or  within  two  years  after  death  of  testator.    To  James  Bonus 

*  What  relation  to  John  GcUc)-,  cousin  to  Sir  John  Baldwin,  and  rcmcmbcrt'd  in  iiis  will  ? 
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(son-in-law,  having  married  daughter  Jane),  £40.  To  son  Richard,  personals 
in  the  "  Hall "  and  others,  including  "  the  great  Brewery  Cawderne  ; "  men- 
tions his  wife  Allice ;  to  son  Silvester  the  advances  made  him  and  £10. 
To  John  and  Henry,  sons  of  Silvester,  five  and  eight  pence  each.  Same  to 
Henry  Bonus,  son  of  James.  After  remembering  other  persons,  to  his 
"son-in-law  Richard  Salter"  (married  daughter  Mary,  Jan.  30,  1598),  he 
mentions  the  farm  ]3roperty  upon  Dundridge,  but  does  not  devise  the  soil 
which  apparently  went  by  descent  to  Richard,  who  was  executor.  Alice, 
the  widow  of  Henry,  was  buried  at  Aston  Clinton,  Nov.  25,  162G.  The 
family  of  John,  of  Wendover  (near  Aston  Clinton  and  Aylesbury),  is  not 
easily  traced,  from  the  imperfection  of  records  there.  In  1660,  John,  of 
this  parish,  was  M.P.  with  Richard  Hampden,  son  of  John  the  patriot. 

Sylvester,  last  mentioned,  was  married  Sept.  30,  1590,  at  Cholesbury, 
close  by  St.  Leonard,  to  Jane  Willis  or  Wilde.  His  son  Harry  was  buried 
there  Nov.  21,  1594.  He  was  living  in  1599,  and  not  in  1632,  and  then 
had  surviving  children,  at  least  Henry,  Richard,  William  and  Silvester,  the 
last  being  the  emigrant,  in  1632  described  of  Aston  Clinton. 

The  writer,  in  1870,  visited  many  of  the  localities  before  mentioned. 
Aston  Clinton  is  a  quiet  little  place,  about  4  miles  from  Aylesbury.  Nearly 
as  much  further  is  St.  Leonard's,  now  a  parish,  though  not  so  in  1636. 
Before  the  dissolution  of  the  Abbeys  it  seems  to  have  been  supplied  from 
Missenden  Abbey  (a  few  miles  distant),  and  had  a  "chapel."  The  civil  war 
left  only  walls,  which  were  rebuilt  upon.  It  is  quite  a  small  church,  in  the  old 
English  country  style,  with  a  pleasant  rectory  in  the  same  enclosure, 
situated  along  the  edge  of  the  Chiltern  Hills.  Directly  opposite  is  the 
"  chapel  Farm,"  fine  and  rolling,  with  no  relic  of  antiquity.  There  are  no 
Baldwins  near,  but  in  the  rear  of  the  farm  are  Baldwin's  Woods.  The 
chapel,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Abbey,  was  disregarded  until  Queen 
Elizabeth  granted  its  site,  in  1586,  to  Edward  Wymarke,  "it  being  then  in 
the  tenure  of  Silvester  Baldwin,  who  also  had  other  lands  in  the  same  parish 
which  the  queen  had  granted  to  Sir  Edward  Stanley  kn't;"  but  in  1587,  she 
further  granted  to  Will  Zipper  et  al  "  the  decayed  Free  Chapel  of  St.  Leonard, 
a  tenement  also  called  Chapel  Farm  and  all  lands  thereunto  belonging  in 
Aston  Clinton  aiuLWendover  in  the  occupation  of  Silvester  Baldwin."  It 
will  be  noticed  that  in  the  foregoing  will  is  bequeathed  one  coffer  containing 
evidences  concerning  tlie  chapel  lands.    Dundridge  is  a  large  farm  or  manor 


14 


near  by.  The  dwelling  is  of  brick,  large  for  farm  purposes,  and  bordering 
a  long,  narrow  common  extending  from  the  highway.  Forty  years  since 
there  was  an  ancient  building  there,  of  whicli  I  learned  only  that  it  was  of 
good  size  and  somewhat  Elizabethan  in  style.  Toward  the  common  was  a 
deep  ditch  freshly  kept  open  and  called  the  moat.  There  were  traces  of  its 
former  continuation  extending  in  front  and  on  the  side  next  the  highway.  In 
the  rear  the  ditch,  had  there  been  one,  would  have  been  filled  by  the  litter  of 
the  barn-yard,  and  on  the  remaining  side  I  could  detect  no  trace  of  it. 
About  four  miles  from  Aylesbury  and  three  from  St.  Leonard's  lies  Wend- 
over,  which  recovered  two  members  of  parliament  through  John  Hampden, 
and  was  five  times  represented  by  him.  A  little  beyond  from  St.  Leonard's 
lies  Great  Hampden,  the  paternal  home  of  Hampden,  with  its  grand  old 
avenue  of  beeches,— so  long,  that  one  imagines  the  4000  yeomen  who  are 
said  to  have  ridden  to  London  with  the  patriot,  congregated  about  it. 
Hampden  was  buried  here,  in  1643.  Li  his  will  he  remembers  John 
Baldwin.^ 

The  Baldwin  armsf  of  this  vicinity  are  said  to  be  (Lipscomb's  Hist, 
of  Bucks)  three  oak  leaves  slipped  acorned  proper.  They  thus  appear  in 
the  Middle  Temple,  in  London,  as  arms  of  Richard  Baldwin  (though  they 
appear  unacorned),  and  in  17 GO,  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Leonard,  upon  the  tomb 
stone  of  Samuel  Baldwin,  "formerly  of  the  parish  of  Aston  Clinton,"  and 
are  stated  elsewhere  to  be  a  chevron  ermine  between  the  oak  leaves.  Such 
differences  are  not  uncommon  in  old  arms.   The  crest  is  a  squirrel  sejant  or. 

There  appears  in  the  foregoing  will,  Richard,  brother  of  Silvester  the 
emigrant,  no  doubt  the  one  who  had  the  following  named  children  in  Aston 
Clinton:  Rebecca,  baptized  Jan.  23,  IGll  ;  Alice,  Aug.  22,  1613;  John, 
Feb.  15,  1614;  Henry,  "son  of  Richard  and  Phillipa  his  wife,"  Feb.  8,  1623  ; 

a  daughter,  baptized          20,  1627.   It  has  been  surmised  that  he  might  be 

Richard,  who  with  daughter  Jane  is  known  to  have  been  in  Braintree  in 

*  It  has  been  said  that  at  one  time  in  the  spring  cf  1638,  John  Hampden  and  Cromwell 
(his  cousin)  were  about  to  emigrate  to  New-England,  but  were  prevented  by  order  of  the 
king.  There  is  yet  no  sufficient  evidence  in  regard  to  cither.  It  seems  that  in  the  spring 
or  early  summer  of  1638  numbers  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Hampden  did  emigrate, 
among  whom  Silvester,  in  ship  Martin,  died  June  21. 

t  Loammi  Baldwin,  in  a  letter  dated  Oct.  23,  1827,  says  that  when,  twenty  years  before, 
he  was  in  London,  he  found  at  Heralds'  College  only  two  arms  of  Baldwins,  neither  of 
them  the  one  which  I  had  seen  represented  here  as  ours."  Query — What  arms  was  his 
family,  to  quote  again,  "said  to  have  borne  ?" 
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1637,  and  that  one  of  the  Johns  here,  and  Henry,  of  Woburn,  might  be  his 
children.  If  so,  he  probably  returned  to  England  himself,  as  his  "wife" 
Phillipa  was  buried  in  Aston  Clinton,  July  30, 1641.  The  name  of  Baldwin 
occurs  with  so  little  frequency  in  this  and  adjoining  parishes,  after  1638,  as 
to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were  many  of  the  name  who  left  this 
vicinity,  and,  I  am  satisfied,  partly  to  New-England  and  partly  to  London. 
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